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The Government of Sierra Leone.
Ministry of Energy
PRESS RELEASE
WOMEN’S   ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT THROUGH ENERGY ACCESS. 
The first Mano River Conference on Women’s Economic Empowerment through Access to Energy was an initiative of the Government of Sierra Leone and the Mano River Union (MRU) member states (Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia and Cote D’Ivoire). This was done in collaboration with the ECOWAS Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (ECREEE), the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the African Development Bank (AfDB).
The rationale for the conference which took place in Freetown – Sierra Leone from 7 – 9th May 2013 was to engage developments in Energy Access, Renewable Energy as well as Energy efficiency in the Mano River Union sub- region within the ambits of MRU growth with the aim of achieving economic development as a way  of completing ECOWAS  efforts in growth. It was to further commemorate the 40th anniversary of the creation of MRU and its Treaties.
Best practice models and lessons learned from Ghana, Burkina Faso, Senegal, The Gambia, Mali, Nigeria and MRU member states were showcased and discussed at the conference. Interactive sessions of working groups were organized to identify National and Sub-regional challenges, opportunities, concrete actions and lines of responsibility for the effective implementation, monitory and evaluation of the MRU sub-regional Action Plan.
Representatives from member states, ministers, MRU Secretariat and other dignitaries participated in the three days deliberations and through working groups formed, the Terms of Reference were adopted as follows:
	A sub-regional framework Action Plan on Women’s Economic Empowerment through Energy Access was adopted by the high level ministerial segment.
	Women’s Economic Empowerment through sustainable Energy Access, creating enabling  policy, Institutional  frameworks and platforms for networking, communication and  knowledge sharing, promotion and consolidation of peace and security and facilitating the eradication of Gender- Based violence.
	Emphasized capacity building in the area of Higher/Tertiary education, basic Literacy, Energy technologies as well as revitalization of MRU Centres of excellence.
	Articulated the establishment of standardized Gender indices and mechanisms to collect and update Gender disaggregated data on Energy Initiatives and government interventions.
	Proposed the identification of the MRU indicators, means to measure and monitor these indicators and results.

Development partners pledged their full support to the conclusion of the conference especially the sub-regional Action Plan on Women’s  Economic Empowerment through Energy Access and
They further committed themselves to providing technical and financial support to the comprehensive implementation of the Action Plan and the sub-regional Women’s Working Group activities.

